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The suffocation of Sinjil
Encaging the West Bank town with barbed wire, Israel has cut off residents’ land and left others exposed to settler attacks, including a recent lynching.



The fence bisecting the West Bank village of Sinjil, north of Ramallah, June 25, 2025. (Mohammad Ghafri)
On July 11, around 30 Israeli settlers descended in broad daylight on farmland near the Palestinian town of Sinjil, close to Ramallah in the occupied West Bank. According to eyewitnesses, residents from Sinjil and nearby Al-Mazra’a A-Sharqiyyeh came out to confront them, but the settlers — some of whom were armed — were not deterred. 
They began attacking the residents, beating 20-year-old Sayfollah Musallet, a Palestinian-American known to his friends as Saif, to within an inch of his life. For three hours, the Israeli army blocked paramedics from reaching Musallet, who was later pronounced dead. Another young man, 23-year-old Mohammad Razek Hussein Al-Shalabi, was also shot dead by settlers; his body was later found in a nearby olive grove.
The attack occurred in the Jabal Al-Batin area, located in Area A of the West Bank which is under nominal Palestinian Authority (PA) control. Israeli settlers established an outpost nearby in April, rebuilding it several times after the Israeli authorities dismantled it and routinely harassing local farmers with little to no resistance from the army. 
A friend of Musallet’s, who asked to remain anonymous, was with him at the time of Friday’s attack. He described how three settler youths armed with clubs approached them on a hillside, followed by a pickup truck carrying more settlers — two of them masked, wearing military-style pants, and armed with M16 rifles — who were later seen pelting a Palestinian ambulance with stones, smashing its windshield. 
According to Musallet’s friend, the settlers were soon joined by a bigger group and began throwing stones at the Palestinians, one of which struck Musallet in the back, causing him to fall to the ground. Moments later, a settler opened fire with his rifle, causing the rest of the Palestinians, including Musallet’s friend, to scatter. 
The friend didn’t see what happened to Musallet after that, but explained that the Israeli army was nowhere to be seen. “They let the settlers attack and only came after,” he said.
Musallet had arrived in Palestine just weeks earlier to spend the summer with relatives. “He was beaten to death on our family’s land by settlers trying to take it,” said his cousin, Diana. “We demand the U.S. investigate, but we’ve seen what happens to other Palestinian-Americans killed here: nothing.”


In Al-Mazra’a Al’Sharqiyyeh, mourners carry the body of 23-year-old Mohammad Razek Hussein Al-Shalabi, was found shot dead on July 11 in an olive grove in the Baten Al-Hawa area of Sinjil, July 13, 2025. (Oren Ziv)
Nestled among the rolling hills and olive groves north of Ramallah, Sinjil’s name is believed to derive from Raymond of Saint-Gilles, a French crusader who passed through the area centuries ago. Residents of the farming community, like Palestinians across the already fragmented West Bank, saw their lives further upended after October 7 amid a surge in new checkpoints and roadblocks. But Sinjil is now in a league of its own. 
Earlier this year, the Israeli army erected a towering barbed wire fence that has turned the town into an open-air prison. Built along Route 60, the West Bank’s main north-south highway, the fence has virtually sealed residents off from the outside world and severed them from thousands of dunams of farmland, while leaving those on the other side of the fence totally exposed to settler lynchings like last week’s deadly attack.
‘All of Sinjil is cut off’ 
A few days before the killing of Musallet and Al-Shalabi, +972 met Khaled Fuqaha near his home in Sinjil. An olive tree offered some relief from the sweltering heat as he and his mother sat on a couch gazing out over the family’s groves. But this year, the view has been transformed.
The stark, five-meter-high fence now cuts through the landscape like a wound, preventing residents like the Fuqahas from accessing their land and trapping them inside. “The barbs are tilted from our side so they cut anyone who tries to pass,” Khaled said. “All of Sinjil is cut off. No one can reach their lands.”


Khaled Fuqaha stands near the fence bisecting his village of Sinjil in the West Bank, June 25, 2025. (Mohammad Ghafri)
Still reeling from a settler attack months earlier that scorched their house and others nearby, the Fuqahas told +972 that the fence — part of a growing web of Israeli-imposed movement restrictions targeting Palestinians across the West Bank — has left many residents wondering if they will ever walk their land again.
According to the mayor, Moataz Tawafsha, five of the town’s entrances have been sealed off, some with barbed wire, others with earth mounds or metal gates. Only one of Sinjil’s original access points remains open, which is located near the Fuqaha family’s home; even that, residents say, is regularly locked by a heavy gate. “It’s a deliberate campaign to suffocate Sinjil,” Tawafsha told +972.
In addition to cutting off agricultural lands from the village proper, the fence has rendered at least 47 homes inaccessible, leaving their inhabitants vulnerable to settler attacks. As a result, many of those houses now stand abandoned.
Before the fence was built, Sinjil organized local protection committees to help defend residents from settler attacks, which included arson, stone throwing, and beatings. But with the fence blocking almost any access, these committees, along with emergency responders, can no longer reach the homes on the other side. “The families that did remain have had to move women and children deeper into town to protect them,” Tawafsha explained.
In total, 8,000 dunams of land has become inaccessible to its owners in Sinjil as a result of the fence. According to Tawafsha, settlers and the Israeli army had long sought an opportunity to take control over these privately owned lands — all of which has been categorized since the Oslo Accords as Area C, meaning territory over which Israel enjoys full control — and the Gaza war provided the pretext. “Since October 7, anyone trying to reach their land has been detained, beaten, or harassed,” the mayor said.


View showing the fence bisecting the West Bank village of Sinjil, north of Ramallah, June 25, 2025. (Mohammad Ghafri)
The loss hits hard in a town where agriculture is a lifeline. “Many families rely on those lands for olive cultivation,” Tawafsha added. “They’ve been cut off for two seasons now.”
Under the olive tree near his home, Khaled and his mother sip coffee, trying to hold on to a routine that once brought comfort. But they know it won’t last. “We rarely sit out here in the afternoons anymore like we used to,” his mother said. “Soldiers have repeatedly ordered us not to sit here — outside our own home.”
Her eyes remained fixed on the fence cutting across the hills. “Well,” she said quietly, “at least it’s not concrete so it doesn’t block the view of the land.”
‘A cover for land confiscation’
Palestinian-American Fuad Mashhour, 55, whose house lies along Route 60, is now completely cut off from his village. Forced to erect barriers around his own home for fear of settler attacks, he described the situation as “living in a cage.”
“You need permission just to leave,” he told +972. “Whenever I go out, the army stops me and asks where I’m going. There’s nothing we can do about it. Our neighbors have it worse: before the fence, they could walk into town; now they need a car just to buy a soda.


American-Palestinian resident Fuad Mashhour stands near his car, in the village of Sinjil in the West Bank, April 23, 2025. (Mohammad Ghafri)
“The past two years have been worse than ever,” Mashhour continued. “You can’t even go up to your own roof without the army questioning why you’re there. Every day is harder than the one before.”
Mashhour explained that in order to reach town, he has to leave his car at home and walk by way of the steep hill — a 30-minute journey. “You do what you’ve got to do,” he said.
Ayed Ghafri, a local anti-settlement activist, said the suffocation of Sinjil is part of a broader Israeli strategy to annex the West Bank by isolating Palestinian villages and turning them into closed-off prisons.
“My home is on Route 60, outside the fence,” he told +972. “I face daily harassment and raids from both the army and settlers. The goal is to make our lives unbearable so we give up and hand over our homes on a silver platter.” 


Anti-settlement activist Ayed Ghafari near his home in the West Bank village of Sinjil, north of Ramallah, June 25, 2025. (Mohammad Ghafri)
Indeed, since 1967, nearly half of Sinjil’s land has been seized or rendered inaccessible by Israeli military orders and the expansion of settlements. Between February and August 2024, the army confiscated a further 45 dunams between Sinjil and the neighboring village of Turmus Ayya to construct the fence. 
The town is now encircled by five Israeli settlements and three newly built pastoral outposts, from which settlers regularly descend onto Sinjil’s wheat fields — grazing livestock where Palestinians are now barred from entering, hurling stones at farmers, torching homes and vehicles, and intimidating residents.
Ghafri confirmed Tawafsha’s observation that many residents have left their homes near the fence and moved deeper into the village. “Today, many seek safety by moving further inside the town. It’s exactly what the Israeli government wants: to empty Area C,” he said.
The core of the town lies in Area B, under the PA’s civil control but Israeli military control, where settler attacks are less common. But Ghafri warned that even this land is increasingly under threat. 
In April 2025, Israeli human rights group B’Tselem documented settlers climbing Jabal Al-Tal, a hill in Area B, and attempting to establish an outpost. When residents resisted, the settlers retaliated: chasing villagers, hurling rocks, burning a Bedouin tent compound, stealing sheep, and setting fire to a shed belonging to Ghafri’s family.
In response to +972’s request for comment, an Israeli army spokesperson stated that “in light of the recurring terror incidents in the area, it was decided to place a fence in order to prevent stone throwing at a main route and repeated disturbances of public order, thereby safeguarding the security of civilians in the region.” The statement further claimed that these measures were taken while “maintaining the freedom of movement for local residents.”
Mayor Tawafsha flatly rejected the army’s justification. “This is all a lie — a cover for further confiscation of land,” he said. “They are depriving Sinjil of thousands of dunams in order to establish a full settlement bloc on this territory.”
Oren Ziv contributed to this report.

Shatha Yaish is a journalist covering East Jerusalem and the West Bank.
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Ceasefire talks give cautious hope. But the reality in Gaza couldn’t be more brutal
From a massacre at a clinic to an airstrike on tents, relentless Israeli bombing across the Strip this week has proven evacuation orders meaningless.



Palestinians at the site of an Israeli airstrike in the Sheikh Radwan neighborhood of Gaza City. (Khalil Kahlout/Flash90)
On Tuesday afternoon, 25-year-old Hanadi Ahmed brought her two young children, Mohammed, 6, and Haya, 4, to visit her aunt in a tent camp in the Al-Rimal neighborhood of central Gaza City. Just minutes after she arrived, an Israeli airstrike targeted the encampment — the missile landing barely meters away from Hanadi and her family.
Six people were killed in the strike, including three children, and dozens more were wounded. “They were making tea on the fire when the strike hit,” said Ryad, 33, Hanadi’s brother-in-law. “Shrapnel from the missile injured Hanadi and her aunt.”
Ryad and Hanadi’s husband, Ahmed, were sitting outside their home in eastern Gaza City when they received a call: a stranger had found Hanadi’s phone on the ground and randomly dialed a contact to report the attack.
A neighbor offered to drive them to the site in his bus. When they arrived, witnesses told them the wounded had been rushed to Al-Shifa Hospital on a horse cart.
“We found her lying on the ground [in the hospital’s corridors], bleeding.” Ryad told +972 Magazine. “There weren’t enough hospital beds. It took 20 minutes before doctors could examine her. Her body was full of shrapnel. One piece shattered the bone in her left leg bone; another had penetrated near her heart and exited through her back.”
As talk of a possible ceasefire in Gaza between Hamas and Israel sparks cautious hope, the reality on the ground couldn’t be more brutal, with over 660 Palestinians killed and 2800 injured in the first nine days of this month. Relentless Israeli airstrikes, some of the deadliest since the war began and most without any warning, are hitting densely populated areas — families waiting in line at food distribution centers, people sheltering in tents, schools, clinics, and even coffee shops.


Palestinians at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Khan Yunis, in the southern Gaza Strip, on July 9, 2025. (Abed Rahim Khatib/Flash90)
In addition to those in Al-Rimal, the Israeli army had killed 89 Palestinians across the Strip by the end of Tuesday, according to the Gaza Ministry of Health. Just yesterday morning, at least 16 Gazans — including 10 children and two women — were killed and dozens injured by an Israeli airstrike while they were waiting to receive nutritional supplements at a medical clinic in Deir Al Balah. The IDF Spokesperson claimed that the attack targeted a “terrorist who infiltrated Israel during the brutal October 7 massacre,” and that the army “regrets any harm to uninvolved individuals.”
Hatem Al-Nouri, 41, a resident of Deir Al-Balah, lost his sons Omar (8) and Amir (4) in the strike. As he explained to +972, he was still asleep when they had left home to go to the clinic with their youngest brother, Siraj (2). “I heard the sound of shelling, and my wife screamed at me, ‘My children, my children!’” he recalled. “I ran out like a madman, and found my children on a donkey cart [outside the clinic]. Amir had already died; Omar was bleeding and breathing, but he quickly died. Siraj suffered a severe head injury and is in intensive care.
“I don’t know how we will live,” he continued. “There is no life left in our house. I still can’t believe what happened to me, as if I’m in a nightmare.”


Omar and Amir Al-Nouri. (Courtesy of the Al-Nouri family)
Meanwhile, at Al-Shifa, doctors had ordered a CT scan for Hanadi, but due to the collapse of Gaza’s health system no machines were readily available. She had to be transferred to Al-Ahli Hospital, wait three hours to get the scan, and then returned to Al-Shifa for surgery.
“Doctors said she has internal bleeding in her chest and lungs and needs emergency surgery, but there’s no capacity,” Ryad explained. “She’s lying in pain, waiting for the chance to have the operation. We’re terrified. What did she do to deserve this?”
‘They bomb every day, everywhere’
Alongside the intensified bombardment, the Israeli military has continued to order Palestinians to evacuate entire neighborhoods across Gaza City, including Al-Daraj, Al-Zaytoun, Al-Sabra, and Al-Tuffah. But most of us in Gaza City, myself included, have decided to stay — not because we are unafraid, but because there is no safe place without a real ceasefire. And nearly every part of the city is already under warning.
On Monday, July 5, Walaa Salem was trying to sleep in her partially destroyed home in the Al-Zaytoun neighborhood when a deafening Israeli booby-trap explosion shattered her window.
“Shrapnel flew through the broken glass,” Salem, 32, recounted. “I tried to understand what was happening. I looked at my face through my phone’s camera — it was covered in blood. I fainted.”
When she regained consciousness, her first instinct was to find her two visually impaired siblings, Ibrahim, 30, and Yousra, 28, to make sure they were still alive. She worried that airstrikes were coming, or worse: a ground incursion.
“They were frozen in fear,” she told +972. “I tried to calm them by lying — telling them the explosions were far from our house. Then I stopped the bleeding from my head with cotton and iodine.”


Palestinians at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City, on July 9, 2025. (Ali Hassan/Flash90)
Salem, an Arabic teacher, has been the sole provider for her family of six since July 2024, when her father was shot in the head and killed by an Israeli quadcopter drone while collecting firewood near their home. Every day, she walks two hours each way to teach at a tent school on Al-Jalaa Street, despite the huge risks. “I’m so tired from the lack of food, and so scared because of the continuous Israeli bombings,” Salem said.“I wish I could stay at home until there’s a ceasefire, but I have to work to feed my family.”
Since the beginning of Israel’s assault on Gaza in October 2023, Salem’s family has repeatedly been forced to evacuate — from schools, relatives’ homes, and makeshift tents. Nonetheless, they have remained in northern Gaza.
Following the latest round of Israeli evacuation orders in Gaza City, Salem’s family had nowhere safe left to go. “All the places we used to run to are either destroyed or under evacuation orders, so we’ve decided to stay. Besides, we all know there is no safe place in Gaza.”
Just a day before Salem was injured, her grandfather Said, 73, and two uncles were wounded in a nearby airstrike. “An Israeli soldier called one of their neighbors [on the phone] and told them a square of buildings would be hit. They barely made it to the door before the bomb dropped,” she said.
Her uncles sustained minor injuries. But her grandfather, Said, was struck in the head, lost a significant amount of blood, and remains in intensive care.
“They bomb every day, everywhere in our neighborhood,” Salem lamented. “We know it’s dangerous to stay, but we have no choice.”


Smoke rises from an israeli military operation in the northern Gaza Strip, as seen from inside Israel, July 10, 2025. (Tsafrir Abayov/Flash90)
‘We don’t trust the evacuation orders’
On July 6, the Gaza Government Media Office reported that during the previous four days, Israel carried out 59 attacks, killing at least 288 Palestinians and injuring over 1,088. Ninety-nine of the victims were killed while trying to access food.
Waseem Abd Al-Nabi and his family of five had refused to leave their house in Al-Tuffah neighborhood in eastern Gaza City, even after hearing the news of the latest Israeli evacuation order. But on July 1, everything changed.
At around 6:30 a.m., an Israeli air strike hit a house nearby without any warning. “Stones and shrapnel rained down on us while we were sleeping,” Abd Al-Nabi said. “We were lucky the injuries were minor.”
Abd Al-Nabi and his brother carried their father, whose mobility was constrained by a previous leg injury. “We left without taking anything. We were scared another bomb would fall.”
With nowhere else to go, they walked two kilometers to take shelter in their small shop in Al-Daraj, also under evacuation orders.“Where do we go when all of Gaza is under threat?” Abd Al-Nabi, 28, asked. “We don’t trust the Israeli evacuation orders. They bomb even the areas they claim are safe.”
Now, their days are consumed by the struggle to survive, queueing for hours to get water, collecting firewood and searching for food. Abd Al-Nabi and his brother Salam often walk to Al-Rashid Street, hoping to receive aid from incoming trucks. Sometimes, they return with a bag of flour. More often, they come back with nothing — or injured, like so many others targeted in Israeli attacks on food distribution sites.


Palestinians collect drinking water in Gaza City, July 2, 2025. (Ali Hassan/Flash90)
“We know we could be killed in line for food, in our homes, anywhere,” Abd Al-Nabi said. “I just hope that this time, a ceasefire is achieved and it holds. Even for a short while — just enough to stop the killing.”
Following a two-month total siege on the enclave, Israel began to allow a miniscule amount of food into Gaza at the end of May. But its use of starvation as a weapon of war has continued — and Palestinians like Yasmin Erheem, who is nine-months pregnant and suffering from severe malnutrition, are the ones paying the steepest price.
Yasmin, 20, now lives in a partially destroyed home in Al-Daraj neighborhood in eastern Gaza City with her husband Mohammed, their 18-month-old child, and 10 other relatives from both sides of the family.
“I wish there was a safe place I could take [Yasmin],” Mohammed said. “Every part of Gaza is being bombed. Evacuation orders feel more like a performance, as if to show the Israeli army’s humanity.
“We’ve evacuated more than five times over the past months, but danger was everywhere,” he continued. “Now, [Yasmin’s] body can’t keep up. Even the smallest effort makes her dizzy and completely exhausted.”


Palestinians flee the Al-Rimal neighborhood in Gaza City, after the Israeli army issued evacuation orders, May 14, 2025. (Omar Al-Qataa)
Last month, they managed to reach the Patient’s Friends Benevolent Society in central Gaza City for an ultrasound. The doctor’s reaction, Mohammed said, “terrified us.”
“The baby is too small,” he recalled. “The pediatrician said Yasmin’s malnutrition puts the baby at risk of death or serious birth defects.”
Mohammed, who once owned a small shoe shop, has been out of work for months. His stock ran out early in the war, and whatever savings he had went toward food, medicine, and transport. Now, there’s nothing left.
“I sold Yasmin’s gold jewelry and some of our furniture just to buy white flour and whatever vegetables I could find in the market,” he said. “But it’s not enough. Sometimes I pretend I’m full so she can eat my share.”
Prices in Gaza have skyrocketed, and whatever food left is almost impossible to find. “I wish I could bring her fruits, vegetables, chicken, meat, anything,” Mohammed said. “But even when those things exist, they’re too expensive for people like us.”
With each passing day, Yasmin grows weaker. “I suffer from dehydration and constant heartburn,” she explained. “I wish there was medicine to ease the pain, but there’s nothing. I want to go to the hospital for another ultrasound, but I am too afraid to leave the house.”
Still, Yasmin clings to two fragile hopes: that her labor holds off long enough for her baby to gain strength, and that a ceasefire will arrive before the birth.
For now, Yasmin’s only wish is “to give birth in peace, and maybe eat something after.”

Ahmed Ahmed is a pseudonym for a journalist from Gaza City who asked to remain anonymous for fear of reprisal.
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A rendering of an EVO drone hovering over the ruins of Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, February 11, 2025. (Photo by Abed Rahim Khatib/Flash90)
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‘Like a video game’: Israel enforcing Gaza evacuations with grenade-firing drones
The Israeli army is weaponizing Chinese-made drones to police expulsion orders across Gaza, with soldiers saying they deliberately target civilians so others will ‘learn’ not to return, an investigation reveals.


In partnership with



The Israeli military has weaponized a fleet of Chinese-manufactured commercial drones to attack Palestinians in parts of Gaza that it seeks to depopulate, an investigation by +972 Magazine and Local Call can reveal. According to interviews with seven soldiers and officers who served in the Strip, these drones are operated manually by troops on the ground, and are frequently used to bomb Palestinian civilians — including children — in an effort to force them to leave their homes or prevent them from returning to evacuated areas.
Soldiers most commonly use EVO drones, produced by the Chinese company Autel, which are primarily intended for photography and cost around NIS 10,000 (approximately $3,000) on Amazon. However, with a military-issued attachment known internally as an “iron ball,” a hand grenade can be affixed to the drone and dropped with the push of a button to detonate on the ground. Today, the majority of Israeli military companies in Gaza use these drones.
S., an Israeli soldier who served in the Rafah area this year, coordinated drone attacks in a neighborhood of the city that the army had ordered to be evacuated. During the nearly 100 days that his battalion operated there, soldiers conducted dozens of drone strikes, according to daily reports from his battalion commander that +972 and Local Call reviewed.
In the reports, all Palestinians killed were listed as “terrorists.” However, S. testified that aside from one person found with a knife and a single encounter with armed fighters, the scores of others killed — an average of one per day in his battalion’s combat zone — were unarmed. According to him, the drone strikes were carried out with the intent to kill, despite the majority of victims being located at such a distance from the soldiers that they could not have posed any threat.
“It was clear that they were trying to return to their homes — there’s no question,” he explained. “None of them were armed, and nothing was ever found near their bodies. We never fired warning shots. Not at any point.”
Because the Palestinians were killed far from where the soldiers were positioned, S. said that their corpses weren’t collected; instead, the army left them to be eaten by stray dogs. “You could see it on the drone footage,” he explained. “I couldn’t bring myself to watch a dog eating a body, but others around me watched it. The dogs have learned to run toward areas where there’s shooting or explosions — they understand it probably means there’s a body there.”


An Autel EVO drone at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Florida, February 2, 2024. (ZLEA/CC BY-SA 4.0)
Soldiers testified that these drone strikes are often carried out against anyone entering an area the army has determined is off-limits to Palestinians — a designation that is never demarcated on the ground. Two sources used variations of the phrase “learning through blood” to describe the army’s expectation that Palestinians will come to understand these arbitrary boundaries after civilians are killed upon entering the area.
“There were many incidents of dropping grenades from drones,” said H., a soldier who served in the Nuseirat area in central Gaza. “Were they aimed at armed militants? Definitely not. Once a commander defines an imaginary red line that no one is allowed to cross, anyone who does is marked for death,” even just for “walking in the street.”
In several cases, S. said, Israeli troops deliberately targeted children. “There was a boy who entered the [off-limits] zone. He didn’t do anything. [Other soldiers] claimed to have seen him standing and talking to people. That’s it — they dropped a grenade from a drone.” In another incident, he said, soldiers tried to kill a child riding a bicycle a great distance away from them. 
“In most cases, there was nothing you could tell yourself,” S. continued. “There was no way to complete the sentence, ‘We killed them because…’” 
A., an officer who was involved in operations around Khan Younis this year, said that a primary goal of these attacks was to ensure that neighborhoods were emptied, or remained empty, of Palestinians. In June, his unit flew a drone into a residential area that the army had ordered to be evacuated the previous month. Soldiers stood at the city’s outskirts, watching a small screen showing live footage from the drone to see who was still in the neighborhood.
“Whoever they spot, they kill,” A. testified. “If people are moving around there — it’s a threat.” He said the assumption is that any civilian who remained in the area after evacuation orders “is either not innocent or will learn through blood [that they must leave].”
Earlier this month, the Palestinian journalist Younis Tirawi published footage he had obtained of one of these drones dropping a grenade, which according to him targeted civilians in the Netzarim Corridor in northern Gaza. On the drone controller screen, the text “Iron ball drop device” appears. Based on the interface design and additional images reviewed by +972 and Local Call, there is strong evidence that the drone was an Autel model.
Exclusive |
Aerial footage obtained depicts Israeli soldiers dropping grenades from a drone, targeting a group of civilians fleeing Netzarim last September. One person is visibly struck and collapses
Netzarim became a kill zone, and as the military gradually expanded it, so did… pic.twitter.com/QPW2EVHJ3D
— Younis Tirawi | يونس (@ytirawi) July 3, 2025
‘It resembles a miniature airport’
According to soldiers who spoke to +972 and Local Call, the main benefit of using commercial drones like the EVO model manufactured by Autel is that they are vastly cheaper than the military-grade equivalents. For example, the Elbit Hermes 450 model (also known as “Zik”) operated by the Israeli Air Force costs around $2 million per drone. The commercial models can also be quickly re-armed, and are operated on the ground by soldiers using joysticks, without requiring approval from a strike command center.
“The reason everyone is using them now is that they’re dirt cheap,” said L., who served in Gaza last year. “From an infantry perspective, suddenly you can use way more firepower, much more easily.”
Indeed, commercial drones converted into weapons have become common on modern battlefields because they offer a low-cost, accessible alternative to traditional airstrikes. Both Ukraine and Russia have used Chinese-made DJI drones in the current war in eastern Europe, outfitted with 3D-printed mounts to carry grenades and other explosives. In May, after China discovered that Ukraine was using commercial drones for military purposes, it banned their sale to the country, according to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.
Hamas has also used explosive drones, both on October 7 and in operations against Israeli forces in Gaza. But at the start of the current war, the Israeli military had almost no cheap drones for its own ground forces. “Because Hamas attacked us with drones, everyone was talking from day one about how we didn’t have any,” said E., a soldier who served in Gaza shortly after October 7. “We tried to raise money to buy drones. Everyone got what they could.”
In the first months of the war, Israeli army units received ample donations from the general public, mostly in Israel and the United States. Alongside food and shampoo, drones were among the items that soldiers requested the most.
“Soldiers independently launched crowdfunding campaigns,” L. explained. “Our company received around NIS 500,000 (approximately $150,000) in donations, which we also used to buy drones.” C., another soldier, recalled being asked to sign thank-you letters to Americans who had donated EVO drones to his battalion. 


Soldiers of the 105th Brigade of Ukraine’s Territorial Defence Forces train with an Autel EVO II quadcopter, July 11, 2022. (Territorial Defence Forces of Ukraine/CC BY-SA 4.0)
In a Facebook group named “The Israeli Drone Pilots Community,” many posts request EVO drone donations for units in Gaza. Multiple pages on Headstart (an Israeli crowdfunding startup) were also created to independently raise funds for drone purchases.
Eventually, the army began supplying drones directly to soldiers. As the Israeli outlet Globes previously reported, the military placed orders for thousands of Chinese-made drones, including models produced by Autel. Initially, these drones were used for reconnaissance: scanning buildings before soldiers entered them. But over time, more units received “iron ball” devices from the army and converted drones from intelligence tools into deadly weapons.
While the army normally deploys larger military-grade drones from outside of Gaza, Ynet military analyst Ron Ben-Yishai, who visited an Israeli army base in northern Gaza in early July, described soldiers operating “all kinds of drones: surveillance, suicide, and attack drones. The place resembles a miniature airport — drones take off and land nonstop.”
Ben-Yishai quoted a military officer who explained that these devices are doing the work of enforcing the army’s expulsion orders, and that the army automatically labels as a terrorist anyone who remains. “A few days ago, we told civilians to evacuate this area,” the officer said, referring to the Gaza City neighborhoods of Al-Daraj, Al-Tuffah, and Shuja’iyyah. “Tens of thousands did move toward central Gaza. So anyone still here can no longer be considered an ‘uninvolved civilian.’”
‘One or two die, and the rest understand’
On June 13, a few weeks after the Israeli army had ordered the evacuation of much of Khan Younis, 27-year-old Mohammed returned to the city with several other young men to check on the condition of their homes. When they reached the city center, a drone dropped an explosive on them. “I ran to a wall to protect myself, but some of the young men were wounded,” he told +972 and Local Call. “It was terrifying.”
Mohammed is one of several Palestinians from Khan Younis who told +972 and Local Call that the Israeli army is using armed drones to enforce evacuation orders in the city — displacing residents and then preventing their return. 


Displaced Palestinians return to what is left of their homes in the Shuja’iyya neighborhood, east of Gaza City, January 28, 2025. (Yousef Zaanoun/Activestills)
The army’s official plans involve displacing and concentrating Gaza’s 2 million residents in the southern part of the Strip, first in Al-Mawasi and now on the ruins of Rafah. This aligns with Israeli political leaders’ explicit intent to implement the so-called “Trump Plan” and expel Palestinians from Gaza.
Meanwhile, in northern Gaza, several residents told +972 and Local Call that they were recently forced to flee their homes after drones began targeting random people in their neighborhoods. Palestinians in Gaza commonly refer to these drones as “quadcopters” due to their four propellers.
Reem, a 37-year-old from the neighborhood of Shuja’iyya in Gaza City, said she decided to flee south after a drone killed her neighbors. “In March, the army flew quadcopters above us that broadcast messages ordering us to evacuate,” she recounted. “We saw them drop explosives on tents to burn them. It terrified me, and I waited until nightfall to leave my home and evacuate.”
Yousef, 45, described a similar incident on May 11 when Israeli drones — which he described as “surprisingly small” — dropped explosives “in different areas of Jabalia to force residents to flee.” After defying Israel’s evacuation orders for months, this was the incident that led him to flee his home and move south.
Drones have also been reported to have targeted residents near humanitarian aid centers. Mahmoud, 37, told +972 and Local Call that when he went from Khan Younis to an aid distribution center near Rafah on June 23, “a quadcopter dropped a bomb on a group of people. Dozens were injured, and we ran away.”
The testimonies from soldiers interviewed for this article line up with previous reporting that the army has marked certain areas of Gaza as “kill zones,” where any Palestinian who enters is shot dead. Soldiers told +972 and Local Call that the use of drones has expanded the size of these kill zones from the range of light firearms to the range of a drone flight — which can extend up to several kilometers.


Palestinians at the site of an Israeli airstrike in the Jabalia area, northern Gaza, June 1, 2025. (Khalil Kahlout/Flash90)
“There’s an imaginary line, and anyone who crosses it dies,” S. explained. “You expect them to understand this in blood, because there’s no other way — no one marks that line anywhere.” He said the size of the zone was “a few kilometers,” but that it changed constantly.
“You send a drone up 200 meters high, and you can see three to four kilometers in every direction,” said Y., another soldier who served in Rafah. “You patrol like that: you see someone approaching, the first one gets hit with a grenade, and after that, the word spreads. One or two more come, and they die. The rest understand.”
S. said that drone fire was directed at people who were walking “suspiciously.” According to him, the general policy in his battalion was that someone who “walks too fast is suspicious because he’s fleeing. Someone who walks too slowly is also suspicious because [it suggests] he knows he’s being watched, so he’s trying to act normal.”
Soldiers testified that grenades were also dropped from drones at people who were considered to be “messing with the ground” — a term the army originally used for militants launching rockets, but which over time has expanded to incriminate people for something as simple as bending over.
“That’s the ace: the moment I say ‘messing with the ground,’ I can do anything,” S. explained. “One time, I saw people picking up clothes. They were walking incredibly slowly, skimming the edge of the [off-limits] zone, and stepped 20 meters in to collect clothes from the rubble of a house. You could see that’s what they were doing — and they were shot.”
“This technology has made killing much more sterile,” H. said. “It’s like a video game. There’s a crosshair in the middle of the screen, and you see a video image. You’re hundreds of meters away, [sometimes] even a kilometer or more. Then you play with the joystick, see the target, and drop [a grenade]. And it’s even kind of cool. Except this video game kills people.”
Autel did not respond to +972 and Local Call’s request for comment. In the past, the company stated that it “opposes the use of drone products for military uses that violate human rights,” after the U.S. Congress accused it of supporting Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and helping China suppress Uyghurs and other minorities. 
Before publication, +972 and Local Call sent multiple emails to Autel requesting their comment on the investigation. After the article was published, the company responded to express its “strong shock and condemnation toward any action that leads to civilian casualties, violates international humanitarian law, or undermines the rights of innocent individuals in conflict zones.
“As a technology company committed to the peaceful use of innovation, we find the prospect of our products being associated — even mistakenly — with violence against civilians to be utterly unacceptable. Autel Robotics has never sold drones to any users in the Israeli region, including but not limited to the Israeli military or Ministry of Defense … We categorically reject any implication that Autel Robotics knowingly or negligently enabled the use of our drones in military operations or civilian harm. Any such actions would have occurred without our knowledge, authorization, or consent.”
Although detailed questions were sent to the IDF Spokesperson, they initially declined to answer them. After publication, a response was sent that does not specifically address the allegations in the article and states: “The IDF categorically rejects the allegations that it is acting intentionally to harm uninvolved people. Army orders explicitly prohibit shooting at uninvolved people. The IDF is committed to international law and allegations of violation of the law and orders will be thoroughly examined by the authorized mechanisms in the IDF.”

Yuval Abraham is a journalist and filmmaker based in Jerusalem.

Tags: drones
Israeli army
Gaza
October 7 war


This article was downloaded from https://www.972mag.com/drones-grenades-gaza-chinese-autel/ at 15 July 2025, 8:50 AM EDT.








AMIR ROTEM || JUL 7, 2025, 10:15 AM EDT || SOURCE

The Western liberal’s moral collapse in Gaza
Omar El Akkad’s new book explores why the West only venerates resistance in hindsight, and how we might reconstruct humanity from the ashes of genocide.



Displaced Palestinians return to what is left of their homes in the Shuja'iyya neighborhood, east of Gaza City, January 28, 2025. (Yousef Zaanoun/Activestills)
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“One Day, Everyone Will Have Always Been Against This,” by Omar El Akkad, Canongate, 2025.
On October 24, 2023, two and a half weeks after Hamas’ attack on Israel, Gaza’s Health Ministry reported a grim new record: Israel’s bombardment of the Strip had killed 704 Palestinians in the previous 24 hours alone. The next day, Egyptian-Canadian writer Omar El Akkad posted a now famous sentence on X: “One day, when it’s safe, when there’s no personal downside to calling a thing what it is, when it’s too late to hold anyone accountable, everyone will have always been against this.”
That razor-sharp turn of phrase, which has since been viewed more than 10 million times, stayed with El Akkad all the way to February 2025, when it became the title of his third book. “One Day, Everyone Will Have Always Been Against This,” El Akkad’s first non-fiction work after two acclaimed novels, is a collection of essays examining Western liberalism’s failures and hypocrisy, particularly in the face of Israel’s ethnic cleansing campaign in the Gaza Strip.
El Akkad’s own life story gives him a multifaceted perspective on the issue. Born in Cairo, his family emigrated to Qatar, where he attended an American school. At age 16, they moved to Canada. 
“On my last morning in Qatar, the temperature was set to reach a high somewhere in the 40s Celsius, the 110s Fahrenheit,” he writes in the book. “Now, magnified by this thing called wind chill that I’d never heard of before, Montreal dips to 30 or 40 below zero, where the distinction between Celsius and Fahrenheit doesn’t much matter anymore.” 


Omar El Akkad, at an event at Powell’s Books, Portland, OR, 8 April 2025. (Wikimedia Commons)
Such recollections, from a dark-skinned child of immigrants navigating a white world, reflect the kinds of cultural collisions that shake one’s personal foundations and make society’s underlying structures visible. Yet El Akkad’s unique perspective, despite what his name and background may suggest, is deeply rooted in Western society. 
“I’ve been going to British and American schools since I was 5 years old,” he said in an interview after the book’s release. “I’ve been very much attuned to this part of the world from a very young age. 
“Over the last year and a half there’s been an element of personal complicity that renders all these relatively tiny fractures that I’d seen growing up, or over the course of my life, part of a bigger break,” he continued. “It’s an account of a severance: there’s been something that I’ve been anchored to for most of my life. Now I feel unanchored from it, but I don’t know what I am on the other side of that.”


“One Day, Everyone Will Have Always Been Against This,” by Omar El Akkad
El Akkad’s movement into and out of the “First World” gives his richly textured language a unique weight and depth. “Shortly after I was born, in 1982,” he writes, “the man who killed [Egyptian President Anwar] Sadat went before the firing squad, and for years the whole country lived under the suffocating gravity of martial law. To be outside at night required a formal reason, or else one risked harassment by the soldiers who seemed to make a military checkpoint out of every intersection. It is a hallmark of failing societies, I’ve learned, this requirement that one always be in possession of a valid reason to exist.”
A random arrest of his father accelerated the family’s emigration to Qatar, where El Akkad encountered the strange contours of expatriate life. 
“In the Middle East I’d seen North Americans and Europeans arrive and immediately cocoon themselves into gated compounds and gated friendships,” he explains. “So normalized was this walling off that a Westerner could spend decades in a place like Qatar and only briefly contend with the inconvenience of their host nation’s ways of living. (It would come as a genuine surprise to me, years later, when I came to the West and found that this precise thing was a routine accusation lobbed at people from my part of the world. We simply did not do enough to learn the language, the culture. We stubbornly refused to assimilate [emphasis in the original].)”
Still, he resolved to walk the path that was laid out before him. “I knew none of this was for my benefit, but I could make a home within it [the West],” he writes. “I believed, firmly, not in any ceiling on what this society would allow to be done to people like me, but in what it would allow done to itself, its own rights and freedoms and principles.”
For a decade, El Akkad worked as a foreign correspondent for a major Canadian newspaper, reporting from Afghanistan during the U.S. war, from Cairo at the height of the Arab Spring, and from Washington. Though trained to question everything, he clung to a principled faith in the inherent justice of the Western narrative. Until he could no longer.


Smoke rises from an Israeli strike in the northern Gaza Strip, May 21, 2025. (Ali Hassan/Flash90)
Sand in the gears of genocide
As a storyteller, El Akkad began to notice a recurring narrative among well-meaning white Westerners: a reverence for Indigenous populations around the world who had stood up to their conquerors. Crucially, though, that reverence rarely extended to Palestinian resistance. For Arabs like him, there was a constant expectation of contrition. 
“In reality, it doesn’t much matter what or how vigorously I condemn,” El Akkad writes. “I am of an ethnicity and a religion and a place in the caste ordering of the Western world for which there exists no such thing as enough condemnation. This is what we are to do, always and to the exclusion of all else: condemn, apologize for, retreat into silence about any atrocity committed by anyone other than those to whom we are perpetually assumed allegiant.
“It is not sufficient,” he continues, “to say I despise Hamas for the same reason I despise almost every single governing entity in the Middle East — entities obsessed with violence as an ethos, brutal in their treatment of minority groups who in their view should not exist, and self-decreed to be the true protectors of an entire religion.”
For El Akkad, one of the hallmarks of Western liberalism is “an assumption, in hindsight, of virtuous resistance as the only polite expectation of people on the receiving end of colonialism. While the terrible thing is happening — while the land is still being stolen and the natives still being killed — any form of opposition is terroristic and must be crushed for the sake of civilization. But decades, centuries later, when enough of the land has been stolen and enough of the natives killed, it is safe enough to venerate resistance in hindsight.”
The book was written in the United States, before Trump’s victory, as the Biden administration lied, whitewashed Israel’s war crimes, and flooded it with weapons to enable Gaza’s continued destruction. Again and again, El Akkad expresses his disgust with the recurring demand to choose between something that is clearly terrible, and something that is only marginally less so. The implicit threat: if you refuse to align yourself with the lesser evil, then the burden for what comes next falls on you — not on those unwilling to offer anything more ethical, evolved, or hopeful. 
“When the world’s wealthiest nations decide, on the flimsiest pretext, to cut funding to the one agency that stands between thousands of civilians and slow, hideous death by starvation, it is a prudent anti-terrorism measure,” he writes. “But when voters decide they cannot in good conscience participate in the reelection of anyone who allows this starvation to happen, they are branded rubes at best, if not potential enablers of a fascist takeover of Western democracy.”


French-Palestinian European Parliament member Rima Hassan carries the Palestinian flag at a rally, in Paris, France, June 12, 2025. (Anne Paq/Activestills)
El Akkad’s gaze swings between Western liberalism and its inherent limitations, and those who resist them — from Aaron Bushnell, the U.S. airman who set himself on fire in front of the Israeli embassy in Washington, to queer Palestinian-American poet Rasha Abdulhadi, whose call to action he quotes: “Wherever you are, whatever sand you can throw on the gears of genocide, do it now. If it’s a handful, throw it. If it’s a fingernail full, scrape it out and throw. Get in the way however you can.”
What’s impossible to ignore, he notes, is the apathy that so often greets this sand-throwing. “One donates their speaking fees to a charity that attempts to get medical aid and food to starving children and there on the other side is only silence. One advises the director of a festival that any acknowledgement of the horror is better than none, knowing that what will almost certainly follow that acknowledgement is a silence, or polite applause that becomes its own form of silence. No society in human history has ever donated or applauded its way out of a genocide.”
Faced with the existential threat that Israel’s war on Gaza poses to their self-image, one might expect Western liberals to reckon with El Akkad’s core argument. And yet, outside of the ideological pro-Israel factions who cling to dogma over truth, the self-styled progressive is more likely to acknowledge past injustice only once nothing can be done to change it — when the most they can muster is a weary shrug: “It is what it is,” or, “We had no choice.”


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu meets with then-U.S. President Joe Biden, in Tel Aviv, October 18, 2023. (Miriam Alster/Flash90)
“One remarkable difference between the modern Western conservative and their liberal counterpart,” he writes, “is that the former will gleefully sign their name on the side of the bomb while the latter will just sheepishly initial it.”
El Akkad insists on highlighting the silent scream of those who cannot, or will not, stand aside — those who feel an a priori sickness in their gut at the thought of how things will be framed retrospectively. But he also insists on the hope that, from the embers hidden in ruins and trauma, a humanity will someday arise that we won’t be ashamed to be part of.
For now, there is good reason not to cooperate with the sanctimonious. “Every derailment of normalcy matters when what’s becoming normal is a genocide,” El Akkad writes. “Every small act of resistance trains the muscle used to do it, in much the same way that turning one’s eyes from the horror strengthens that particular muscle, readies it to ignore even greater horror to come.”
For El Akkad, a person for whom the system was never designed bears the responsibility to dream of a better system. And he advocates for divorcing the system, knowing full well that it may respond with violence. 
“The idea that walking away is childish and unproductive is predicated on the inability to imagine anything but a walking away from, never a walking away toward — never that there might exist another destination. The walking away is not nihilism, it’s not cynicism, it’s not doing nothing — it’s a form of engagement more honest, more soul-affirming, than anything the system was ever prepared to offer.”
A version of this article was first published in Hebrew on Local Call. Read it here.

Amir Rotem was the Editor-in-Chief of Local Call. He previously spent over two decades editing and writing in newspapers and magazines in Israel. He has edited several television programs, and founded the literary quarterly "Masmerim." In the eight years prior to joining Local Call, he was the director of Public Advocacy Department for Gisha, an NGO focusing on Palestinian right to freedom of movement.
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Gaza’s Al-Baqa Cafe was a sanctuary amid the genocide. Now it lies in ruins
With a 500lb bomb, Israel destroyed a beloved seaside cafe that offered rare respite for journalists and residents. Gazans remember the dozens killed.



Gazans visit the ruins of Al-Baqa Cafe, Gaza City, after Israeli forces dropped a 500lb bomb on the site, June 30, 2025. (Omar El Qataa)
For over two decades, Al-Baqa Cafe was a cherished seaside refuge in western Gaza City, a place for family and friends to meet or those seeking a quiet space to rest or do some work. The cafe’s simple two-level wooden structure, with open balconies shaded by umbrellas, overlooked the Mediterranean Sea, and its owners kept prices low to remain affordable to the community.
Al-Baqa was one of the few businesses in Gaza that managed to stay open despite the war. It provided internet access to students continuing their studies, journalists filing reports, and freelancers trying to work amid frequent power blackouts and repeated displacement. As life across the Strip ground to a halt, people gathered at Al-Baqa on plastic chairs, sipping whatever drinks were still available under the blockade, and stealing brief moments of calm with colleagues and loved ones.
That all came to an end around noon on Monday, June 30, when the Israeli army dropped a 500-pound bomb on the cafe without any warning. According to Gaza’s Health Ministry, the airstrike killed at least 33 people including the cafe’s owner, Saher Al-Baqa.
After the bombing, the Israeli army claimed it had “attacked a number of terrorists from the Hamas terrorist organization” and that “prior to the attack, many steps were taken to reduce the chance of harming civilians.” A week later, on July 7, the Israeli army and Shin Bet released another statement claiming, without further evidence, that the victims of the strike included the commander of Hamas’ naval forces in northern Gaza and two other “terrorists.” 
Maher Al-Baqa, Saher’s brother and co-owner of the cafe, expressed sorrow and disbelief over the bombing. “The public’s grief shows that the cafe was simply a place for ordinary people — it had no other purpose, despite what the [Israeli army] claims,” he told +972 Magazine. “It was a place for recreation and comfort and a friend to everyone since the beginning of the war. I am still in deep shock that it was targeted.”
‘We mourn everything there, even the walls’
Ismail Abu Hatab, a 32-year-old photojournalist from Gaza City, was among those killed in the strike. A regular at the cafe for years, he often came to meet with friends and colleagues, trying to maintain a routine throughout the war.



View this post on Instagram
A post shared by إسماعيل (@ismailabuhatab)
Abu Hatab was known for capturing Gaza’s natural beauty. But the war forced him to document the death and displacement unfolding along the coast — scenes later featured in his photography exhibition “Between the Sky and the Sea,” which was displayed in several U.S. states. 
In November 2023, Abu Hatab was seriously wounded when an Israeli airstrike targeted the Al-Ghifari Tower in Gaza City, which housed the Palestinian Media Group’s offices. Yet he continued to work as a photojournalist, and after returning to Gaza City during the ceasefire in February, he resumed photographing life by the sea, determined to portray Gaza’s enduring humanity.
“This is not an ordinary loss, but rather the loss of a dear, creative friend in a place that holds so many memories,” Salem Al-Rayes, Abu Hatab’s close friend and fellow freelance journalist, told +972. 
“I met Ismail several years ago through mutual friends. We got to know each other well and we would meet to talk about work and life. He told me about his reluctance to work as much after being injured at the beginning of the war, which nearly resulted in the amputation of his left leg.”


A post from Ismail Abu Hatab’s Instagram account, captioned: “Gaza Port, Today — Israeli naval forces have opened fire on the Gaza coastline, targeting the port area amid ongoing military escalation. The attack comes as civilians attempt to navigate daily survival under siege. Plumes of smoke now rise above the harbor — once a rare space of breath and escape,” June 4, 2025. (Courtesy of the Abu Hatab family)
The two had met the previous weekend in a different cafe in the central city of Deir Al-Balah, and had begun running training sessions for a group of journalists. Al-Rayes arrived in Gaza City on Sunday, where he led the next session. “[Abu Hatab] was supposed to complete their training over the next two days, just as we did with the first group last week,” he explained.
At the end of the Sunday meeting, one of the journalists-in-training asked Al-Rayes a question he couldn’t answer. “I told her to bring it up with Ismail the next day, as he was the most experienced in his field,” he told +972. “I didn’t know that we would say goodbye to him so soon.”
Frans Al-Salmi, a visual artist from Gaza City and a close friend of Abu Hatab, was martyred alongside him in the coffeeshop. “She was very kind and gentle,” Nelly Khalid, who had been friends with Al-Salmi for several years, told +972. “We used to go to [Al-Baqa Cafe] together, and we were planning to meet there again once the war is over.
“We mourn everything there, even the walls,” Khalid continued. ”[Al-Salmi] was an ambitious girl. She worked with Ismail, [helping to] launch the website for their media platform “ByPa” [where Gazan creators share stories about their lives and identities]. Fate was faster than anything. They departed together and we will meet in heaven.” 


Frans Al-Salmi’s original artwork entitled “A war that haunts souls, not just place,” posted to the artist’s Instagram, May 18, 2025. (Courtesy of the Al-Salmi family)
‘This is the only place I loved in Gaza’ 
In the days since the strike, many Palestinians have written heartfelt tributes to Al-Baqa, describing their deep and enduring affection for the cafe, and mourning the loss of yet another Gazan landmark. 
Maryam Al-Akhras, 28, from Gaza City, grew up with the cafe as her happy place. “This is the only place I loved in Gaza,” she said. “Since childhood, I went there with my school friends every weekend. They allowed us to bring food from outside if we wanted. Then in high school, whenever I felt stressed from studying, I would go there alone, sitting at a table by the sea. In university, we would go there to celebrate our birthdays and other happy occasions.” 
During the war, Al-Baqa remained Al-Akhras’ escape. “I kept going there to relax [and get] away from the war. However, on the day of the attack, I had been displaced from the Al-Daraj area [of Gaza City] due to the Israeli army’s new evacuation orders, so I didn’t go to the cafe. I told my family that when we settle in our relatives’ house on the beach, Al-Baqa would be closer to us and I could go every day.
“When I read the news of the cafe’s targeting, I felt a great shock — they chose the thing that makes us happy, and they destroyed it,” she continued. “I feel very sad about losing this place and its people. I hope the war ends before we all die.”
Yusuf Salah Al-Ashqar, a longtime regular at Al-Baqa Cafe, reflected on the loss in a Facebook post. “It was practically the only outlet, the only place you could go to — whether you had money or not — to sit, enjoy, and order the same things.”
“Despite its simplicity, I saw it as more of a cultural space than just a seaside cafe,” he added. “In the year when the crossings were more regularly open, I even used it to host guests.”


The ruins of Al-Baqa Cafe, Gaza City, after Israeli forces dropped a 500lb bomb on the site, June 30, 2025. (Omar El Qataa)
In another post, Abdallah Karam Seyam of Gaza City reflected on what the cafe meant to him. “Al-Baqa wasn’t just a place,” he wrote. “It was a small refuge for laughter, for sweet gatherings with my family and friends. We tucked away pieces of our lives there, spent long nights, and lived moments that will never come again.”
Among those killed in the strike was Naseem Abu Sabha, whose fiancée, Ola, was wounded and hospitalized. In their statement on July 7, the Israeli army and Shin Bet declared, without evidence, that Naseem was a “terrorist.” Ola denied this to +972, stating: “The army always lies to justify its bombing and killing of innocent and ordinary people.”
In a social media post from her hospital bed at Al-Shifa, Ola recounted her final moments with her fiancée. The couple had been sharing coffee and falafel sandwiches while they discussed traveling together, Naseem’s hopes to meet Ola’s mother, and his pride in having won her heart. 
“He was sitting beside me … and we took many pictures,” Ola said. “He was almost fluttering with joy, telling me how beautiful the photos were … He held my hand the whole time. Even when we spoke of death, he told me not to worry, as long as we were together.”
Then came the explosion. “We fell to the ground,” Ola continued. “My leg was bleeding … I tied the wound with the table cloth, calling out to him: ‘Naseem, please, tell me you’re okay … please don’t leave me.’” But he lay motionless on his back, bleeding heavily. “He was gone from the first moment.” 
Naseem was taken by ambulance to the hospital before Ola. When she arrived there hours later for treatment, limping from the pain in her foot, her family was already there. Her father couldn’t bear to look at her, and didn’t answer her anguished questions about whether or not Naseem had survived. 
After she underwent a procedure to treat the torn tendons in her foot and she was released from the room in a wheelchair, the moment finally came. “He was martyred, right?” Ola asked her cousin. “He’s in heaven now,” came the reply. 
They brought [his body] so I could say goodbye,” Ola added. “He looked like a full moon — more beautiful than ever. I will miss him so much.”
This article was updated on July 8, 2025 to incorporate the Israeli army and Shin Bet’s statement from July 7 claiming that the strike on Al-Baqa had killed three militants, and to add Ola Abu Sabha’s response to the allegation that her fiancée was one of them.

Ruwaida Amer is a freelance journalist from Khan Younis.
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The Knesset vs Ayman Odeh
The move to impeach the MK, with the full backing of Jewish opposition lawmakers, sends a message to Palestinian citizens that voting is futile.



MK Ayman Odeh attends a meeting on violent crime in Israel's Arab society, at the Knesset, in Jerusalem, January 21, 2025. (Yonatan Sindel/Flash90)
In partnership with



The Prussian military theorist Carl von Clausewitz famously stated that “War is the continuation of politics by other means.” In Israel’s Knesset, that equation is reversed: parliamentary work has become the continuation of war by other means.
On Monday, the Knesset House Committee voted to impeach Palestinian parliamentarian Ayman Odeh, head of the predominantly Arab Hadash-Ta’al list. His crime? In January, as the two-month Gaza ceasefire came into effect, Odeh tweeted: “I am happy about the release of the [Israeli] hostages and [Palestinian] prisoners. From here, both peoples must be freed from the yoke of the occupation. We were all born free.” 
As I watched the committee’s hearing, I felt like my eyes were bleeding. It was physically unbearable. Knesset members from across the political spectrum — who aren’t worthy of the dust on Odeh’s shoes when it comes to humanism, morality, and democratic integrity — competed to see who could spew the vilest rhetoric against him.
No one paid attention to the Knesset’s legal adviser — who, after the obligatory lip service condemning Odeh’s “disgusting statements,” concluded that there was no legal basis for his impeachment. And it goes without saying that no one listened to Odeh’s attorney, Dr. Hassan Jabareen, who explained why the proposal was procedurally flawed, legally unsound, and morally bankrupt.
From the first sentence to the last, the hearing was a farce. It ended with a vote of 14-2 in favor of the proposal, supported by all Jewish members of the committee — including those from opposition parties — and opposed only by two lone Palestinian MKs. The hearing was closed by committee chair Ofir Katz, of Benjamin Netanyahu’s Likud Party, who called Odeh a “routine supporter of terror” and declared that he “should rot in prison.” The proposal will now pass to a vote of the whole Knesset, requiring a supermajority of 90 MKs out of 120 to finalize Odeh’s expulsion.
The intended function of the “Impeachment Law,” which passed in 2016, was clear from the outset: giving Jewish lawmakers the power to expel Arab lawmakers.


MKs Ayman Odeh and Avihai Boaron attend a Knesset House Committee meeting on Odeh’s potential impeachment from the Israeli parliament, in Jerusalem, June 24, 2025. (Oren Ben Hakoon/Flash90)
Under the law, the only reason a sitting MK can be impeached is if their actions constitute “incitement to racism” or “support for armed struggle against the State of Israel.” In other words, lawmakers who are thieves, rapists, pimps, witness tamperers or just plain corrupt, have nothing to worry about. Nor do those who call for the ethnic cleansing of Palestinians in the West Bank or the genocide of those in Gaza; certainly, that cannot be considered “incitement to violence.” 
Rather than protecting minority rights from the tyranny of the majority, an expanded panel of Israel’s High Court unanimously rejected petitions against the law in 2018, opting to empower Jewish parliamentarians — famously wise, fair, and judicious when it comes to their Arab counterparts — to remove those elected to represent over 20 percent of the country’s population.
The Supreme Court’s naïveté during that hearing was nothing short of dizzying. Then-Chief Justice Esther Hayut acknowledged that the law does significantly infringe on fundamental rights, but insisted it contains a system of checks and balances, and that “it cannot be said that it negates the democratic core of the state or shakes the foundations of the constitutional structure.”
Negates the democratic core of Israel? God forbid. On the contrary, nothing captures the essence of Israel’s vaunted “democracy” more precisely than this law. And what were the “checks and balances” that comforted the chief justice? That of the 70 MKs who initiate an impeachment motion, at least 10 must be from the opposition. 
That is, of course, a real ironclad safety net when it comes to Israeli politics. After all, Israel’s Jewish opposition lawmakers — from Avigdor “chop their heads off” Liberman, to Yair “I hate the Zoabis” Lapid, to Benny “I sent Gaza back to the Stone Age” Gantz — are well known for their deep commitment to the civil rights of Israel’s Palestinian minority.
After years in which the High Court repeatedly overturned the Election Committee’s decisions to disqualify Palestinian candidates from running for office, it now seems the court has decided its intervention is no longer necessary — that Jewish Knesset members can be trusted to make “measured and responsible” decisions about their Arab colleagues all on their own. What a blessing, to have such an optimistic and trusting High Court.


Then-Supreme Court President Esther Hayut arrives for a court hearing regarding the deportation of African asylum seekers, in Jerusalem, April 10, 2018. (Yonatan Sindel/Flash90)
The dreaded Arab vote
There have been two prior attempts to impeach a sitting Knesset member under the law passed nine years ago. The first was against Basel Ghattas, after the scandal involving the smuggling of phones to Palestinian prisoners — a case rendered moot when Ghattas chose to resign to avoid setting a legal precedent. The second attempt, against Ofer Cassif (a Jewish member of Odeh’s party), failed last year due to a lack of support from the required 90 MKs. 
All of this raises the question: Why the current attempt to use it against Odeh, one of the most moderate figures in this extremist Knesset, and why now?
After what feels like an eternity of Netanyahu’s rule, one thing is clear: the man and his enablers will stop at nothing to serve his single overriding goal of staying in power. And Netanyahu knows exactly what threatens that goal.
The first threat is public fatigue with the nearly two-year war of annihilation in Gaza, which is dragging on without the return of hostages, and the beginnings of public criticism over the scale of the army’s killing and starvation of Palestinians.
The second threat is a significant rise in Arab voter turnout in the next election. Many saw this as a real possibility; after National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir’s police brutally crushed any attempt to protest the genocide in Gaza, or even express solidarity with its victims, voting against this bloodstained government remains one of the only avenues left for Palestinian citizens to voice dissent.
Netanyahu responded to the first threat with a wild assault on Iran. Experts say it failed to achieve any of its stated goals — but as +972’s Meron Rapoport wrote, it offered a convenient opportunity for both Netanyahu and the military to rehabilitate their public image, after nearly two years of destruction that failed to deliver the “total victory” the public was promised.


Demonstrators call for an end to the war in Gaza and the release of Israeli hostages, outside the Israeli military headquarters, in central Tel Aviv, June 28, 2025. (Erik Marmor/Flash90)
The move to impeach Odeh was intended to deal with the second threat. In this sense, Odeh was chosen as a victim precisely because he speaks the language of Arab-Jewish partnership: after all, if the purest dove among Palestinian parliamentarians in Israel can be persecuted because of a single tweet (in which Odeh also expressed deep empathy for Jewish citizens), what’s the point in even electing them?
The message is clear: on election day, stay home. Your vote is futile. 
There is nothing surprising about the attempt to impeach Odeh, but the way Israel’s opposition factions gave this circus their full backing is nevertheless very depressing. Not because, God forbid, we’ve ever known them to be decent, to have a moral backbone or an aversion to fascism or racism. But it is hard to understand why they keep mobilizing to help Netanyahu hold onto power.
After the attack on Iran, instead of demanding clear answers from the prime minister about the pretext for the war, and confronting him with the price it exacted on the Israeli public or the failure to achieve its stated goals, this feeble opposition stood up and applauded him. They handed him a political victory on a golden platter.
 Their enlistment in the persecution of Odeh is even more shameful and stupid. Not only because they know very well how hollow the accusations against him are, but because without significant Arab voter turnout, they will continue to staff the opposition benches until they grow old.
By supporting the attack on Odeh, the opposition gave a valuable gift to the fascist camp, which has already begun the race to obtain the 90 votes needed to make his impeachment official. If they don’t come to their senses and stop this madness before the plenum vote, the opposition will betray not only morality and the very notion of democracy but also their voters, who are desperate to replace this rotten regime. 
One can only hope that the center-left public make it clear to their representatives that, should the opposition’s desire to match the government’s racism every step of the way lead to fortifying Netanyahu’s rule for years to come, they will exact a price at the ballot box. 
A version of this article was first published in Hebrew on Local Call. Read it here. 

Orly Noy is an editor at Local Call, a political activist, and a translator of Farsi poetry and prose. She is the chair of B’Tselem’s executive board and an activist with the Balad political party. Her writing deals with the lines that intersect and define her identity as Mizrahi, a female leftist, a woman, a temporary migrant living inside a perpetual immigrant, and the constant dialogue between them.
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The UK can excuse genocide, but draws the line at festival chants
A musician’s anti-IDF slogan isn’t what is making British Jews less safe. The escalating repression of Palestine solidarity as ‘antisemitic’ is.



The rap duo Bob Vylan performs at the Beautiful Days music festival, in Escot Park, England, Aug. 21, 2022. (Neil Melville-Kenney/CC BY-NC-SA 2.0) 
Britain’s political and media class are currently seething with performative rage over a slogan chanted at a music festival last weekend. After rap duo Bob Vylan led the Glastonbury crowd in a chorus of “Death, death to the IDF,” the incident was almost universally decried as a carnival of antisemitism — from national newspapers to the UK culture minister, the chief rabbi and Jewish organizations, the director of Glastonbury, and even the BBC, which was broadcasting the festival live.
These knee-jerk responses to a musician’s chants reflect an alarming escalation in the repression of Palestine solidarity in the UK, coming in the wake of several other high profile attempts to criminalize public figures who spoke out for Palestine. But the incident also represents a microcosm of the growing chasm between those in power, who continue to actively support or enable Israel’s onslaught on Gaza, and the broader public, who are increasingly horrified by that violence. 
First, let’s be clear: however caustic it may be, “Death to the IDF” is not an antisemitic slogan. The IDF is a military, which for nearly two years has been carrying out the Israeli government’s genocidal designs in Gaza, and has been oppressing Palestinians as an occupying force for more than half a century. Vylan’s words were a response to this, and attempting to portray justifiable public ire toward the Israeli army’s war crimes as an irrational hatred of Jewish people is both intellectually dishonest and morally bankrupt. 
Moreover, when pro-Israel advocates and their allies in government and the media have spent the last 21 months declaring any and all slogans in support of Palestine to be antisemitic — be it “Free Palestine,” “From the river to the sea,” or “Globalize the intifada” — it is inevitable that this will only result in a further radicalization of rhetoric. 
There have been some reasonable critiques of Bob Vylan’s slogan: that calls for political violence reflect a nihilistic powerlessness, or that dehumanization only serves the aims of our political opponents. But these critiques are ultimately better channelled toward those in power, who have allowed violence wrought against Palestinians to become the background music to our day-to-day lives, and who act as handmaidens for Israel’s war crimes abroad while making us all collectively less safe at home. 
It should go without saying that much of the furor over this incident has to do with feeding a machine of distraction. We are living in a theater of the absurd, where the prime minister and the media commentariat dedicate more energy and column inches to condemning a chant at a music festival than the unconscionable violence that Israel perpetrates against Palestinians every single day. It is a case study in anti-Palestinian racism that this generates more outrage than the continuous obliteration of Palestinian lives — including those killed during the very time the Glastonbury festival took place.


Palestinians at the site of an Israeli airstrike in the Jabalia camp in the northern Gaza Strip, on June 27, 2025. (Khalil Kahlout/Flash90)
It is hard not to conclude that Israel’s strategy of prolonging its assault on Gaza until it simply becomes part of our new normal has succeeded. Just yesterday, the UK Supreme Court declared it lawful for the government to continue exporting parts of F-35 warplanes to Israel that are used to drop bombs on Gaza, right as the police launched a criminal investigation into Bob Vylan.
The antisemitism cudgel
We are at a critical crossroads in the movement for Palestinian liberation. On the one hand, public support is stronger than ever, from potential soon-to-be New York mayors and celebrities to ordinary voters. Demands for a free Palestine have entered mainstream discourse in a manner that felt impossible just three years ago. New polling shows that majorities across Europe and the United States view Israel in a negative light. 
Simultaneously, the reactionary backlash to this support is rearing its head in increasingly draconian ways, as governments target those who speak out with criminal charges and deportation, and outlaw nonviolent direct action as terrorism, alongside longstanding tactics of reputational damage. 
While most obvious in the United States, this tactic is being deployed at an alarming rate in Europe as well. In the UK, the Labour government is using its position as a supposedly center-left, progressive party to restrict the right to protest via anti-terror legislation and beefed up police powers. And the charge of antisemitism remains the most effective cudgel to enact these repressive policies. 
The use of state power — including police, immigration enforcement, and surveillance — as part of this repression strategy, while present prior to this current war on Gaza, has significantly escalated in the last 21 months. It cannot be separated from the broader authoritarian swing, in which we’ve seen governments across the Global North weaponize alleged care for Jewish people to further an anti-democratic, anti-migrant, and anti-Palestinian agenda.


A Palestine solidarity demonstration in the Potsdamer Platz area, Berlin, October 15, 2023. The police suppressed the demonstration shortly after authorizing it.
That counterterrorism has become a primary mode to “combat antisemitism” is alarming, if not surprising; the controversial Prevent program has been surveilling supporters of Palestine — from high school students to university professors — for years, ramping up further post-October 7. In this way, “protecting the Jewish community” is becoming synonymous with shielding the government from accountability for its ongoing complicity in the genocide in Gaza. And rather than resisting this conflation, Jewish communal institutions are cheering it on, prioritizing support for Israel’s death machine over the wellbeing and security of the very communities they claim to represent.
Distorting antisemitism in this manner in order to repress advocacy for Palestine is unquestionably dangerous for Jewish people: it makes Jews the face of authoritarian politics, and it also positions the fight against antisemitism as being at odds with broader human rights struggles, thus dividing Jews from progressive movements.
Furthermore, the failure of the international community to hold Israel accountable for its genocidal destruction in Gaza is not only making a mockery of international law and fuelling mistrust in democracy; it provides a ripe breeding ground for conspiratorial thinking — which is particularly pernicious given antisemitic ideas about Jewish power and influence. At a time where antisemitism, like Islamophobia, is increasing, and political violence is already erupting against Jews, the conflation of Palestine advocacy with antisemitism will inevitably make Jews around the world less safe. 
It is essential that we challenge these efforts to criminalize our right to protest, especially as Israel continues to inflict catastrophic levels of violence across the region. The Israeli government and its allies abroad know they’ve lost the moral high ground; it is common organizing lore that when our movements gain ground, our opposition pushes back even harder. 
But progressives and the movement for Palestine must also be alert to the new and shifting conditions we find ourselves in. We have a responsibility to be strategic and reflexive to ensure that our political messaging and actions do not become a distraction from genocide in Gaza, but rather work to bring more people into a contest for power that will ultimately create material change on the ground. These crackdowns may reflect the last gasp attempts of a failing pro-Israel political project, but only if we are prepared to beat them at their own game. 

Em Hilton is a Jewish writer and activist based in London. She is the UK and policy director at Diaspora Alliance, a co-founder of Na'amod: British Jews Against Occupation, and sits on the steering committee for the Center for Jewish Non-Violence.
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